
EXTENDING 
YOUR HORIZONS



In Autumn 2008 
George Best Belfast 
City Airport will submit 
a planning application 
to extend its runway 
by 590 metres. 

The aim of this booklet is to provide an overview 
of the project and explain what the extension will 
mean for you.



Why extend the runway?

At present, the length of the existing runway at George 
Best Belfast City Airport limits the amount of fuel and 
numbers of passengers permitted to be carried by some 
aircraft. The result is that some airlines can only fl y from 
current destinations at less than full passenger capacity.



What are the benefi ts?

An extended runway will facilitate fl ights to a wider 
range of European destinations and ensure fuel and 
passenger effi ciencies for the aircraft. 

The runway 
extension will not entail...

Extra Flights
There will be no extra fl ights as a result of the runway 
being extended as the number of fl ights (Air Traffi c 
Movements) through George Best Belfast City Airport is 
governed by a separate ‘Planning Agreement’ between 
the Airport and the Department of Environment Planning 
Service. The proposed runway extension would not alter 
the Planning Agreement.

Bigger aircraft using the runway
Due to other physical limitations of the runway ‘wide 
bodied’ aircraft will not be permitted to use the airport. 
A wide-body aircraft is an aeroplane with two aisles and 
centre seating. A narrow-body aeroplane does not have 
seating in the middle and has only one aisle down the 
centre of the aircraft. Only narrow bodied aircraft use the 
airport and the proposed runway extension will 
not change this.

Changes to operating hours
The operating hours of the airport are also governed by 
the Planning Agreement therefore the runway extension 
will not alter the existing operating hours which are:

6.30am to 9.30pm – daily operating hours.
9.31pm to 11.59pm – extended hours.
12.00am to 6.29am – all scheduled fl ights prohibited

not change this.
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Same planes, 
different routes...
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Planning Application

Before work can commence on the runway extension, 
a detailed planning application will be submitted to 
Planning Service.

As part of the planning application an extensive 
environmental study must be completed which will 
consider issues such as noise, air quality, traffi c and 
wildlife matters.

If you would like to comment on the planning 
application, you can submit your views to Planning 
Service once the application is lodged. It will be 
advertised in the local press and some residents 
adjacent to the airport should also receive a letter 
about the application from Planning Service.

Noise Levels

Aircraft noise will be very similar to that currently 
experienced. The Airport’s noise contours will therefore 
alter only by a small amount. The Airport is installing 
two permanent noise monitors to continuously monitor 
operations, and ensure they are carried out as quietly 
as possible.
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What is the Airport doing to monitor pollution?
The Department of the Environment guidelines suggest 
that airports should begin to monitor local air quality 
when they reach 5 million passengers per annum 
(mppa). In 2007, 2.1 million passengers travelled through 
BCA. The Airport however is already committed to 
monitoring the effects of its future growth on local air 
and noise quality and has signed up to the Sustainable 
Aviation Strategy. 

Will the runway extension have a detrimental effect 
on the wildlife in the area?
Independent experts have considered potential impacts 
on fl ora and fauna as part of the environmental impact 
assessment. They have concluded that the runway 
extension is unlikely to have any signifi cant impact on 
ecological interests. 

How long would the construction of the 
extension take?
The estimated total construction time would be 
six months and would not impact upon any fl ights 
during that time.

Are there plans to extend the runway any further 
in years to come?
If the runway is extended by 590 metres as proposed, 
the runway will be at the extremity of the Belfast City 
Airport perimeter and therefore could not be extended 
any further.

Will the proposed extension create additional jobs?
Yes. It is believed that the proposed extension will create 
additional jobs at both George Best Belfast City Airport 
and in the wider community.

Will the proposed runway extension be privately 
or publicly funded?
The proposed runway extension will be entirely funded 
by George Best Belfast City Airport. No public funding 
will be used whatsoever.

Questions & Answers

What is the purpose of the proposed 
runway extension?
The runway extension is to enable airline carriers using 
the airport to fl y passengers to destinations further 
afi eld than is possible at present and to ensure fuel and 
passenger effi ciencies on existing routes. 

How will the proposed runway extension affect 
tourism in Northern Ireland?
Additional routes will encourage tourists from new 
destinations to visit Northern Ireland, further boosting 
the Northern Ireland economy. 

According to research carried out by the Northern 
Ireland Tourist Board, in 2007 over 2 million tourists 
visited Northern Ireland spending a total of £376 
million. On average just under 50% of people arriving 
into Belfast City Airport are visitors and new routes 
would help boost tourism numbers further.

Will the runway extension mean larger aircraft 
will use the Airport?
No. The largest aircraft using the Airport are the Airbus 
A321 and the Boeing 737-800, both of which are narrow 
bodied. No wide bodied aircraft will use the airport. 

Will the runway extension mean more fl ights
over the City?
No. The majority of fl ights must operate over Belfast 
Lough. Currently approximately 55% of fl ights operate 
over the Lough.

Will the operating hours change if the runway 
is extended?
No. The planning agreement with Planning Service 
restricts scheduled operating hours from 6:30am to 
9:30pm daily and these will not change as a result of the 
runway extension.

How often, on average, do aircraft arrive outside 
of the permitted operating hours?
Less than 2% of fl ights operate outside of the Opening 
Hours. Scheduled fl ights are prohibited between the 
hours of 23:59 and 06:30.



Your Community 
is our Community 

George Best Belfast City Airport is part of the local 
community.  Over two thirds of those employed at the 
airport live in residential areas such as East Belfast, 
South Belfast and Holywood.

Airport staff regularly visit schools in the area and host 
educational visits at the airport.  We are involved in various 
community projects and sponsorships enhancing our ties with 
the community we serve.

Our strategy is to target our investment in local communities 
in as many ways as possible, in those areas where the impact 
of the Airport’s operations is at its greatest and where our 
support can have the most effect.

The views of the local community are important to us.  
Feel free to get in touch, we want to know what you think. 

Katy Best, 
Business Development Manager.
Belfast City Airport
Belfast
BT3 9JH

Telephone: 02890 939093
Fax: 028 9093 9094
kbest@belfastcityairport.com
www.belfastcityairport.com



Belfast City Airport
Belfast, BT3 9JH

Telephone 028 9093 9093
Fax 028 9093 9094
Email info@belfastcityairport.com
www.belfastcityairport.com

4 Pavillions Office Park, 
Kinnegar Drive, 
Holywood, BT18 9JQ

Telephone 028 90425222
Fax 028 90422888
Email info@strategicplanning.uk.com
www.strategicplanning.uk.com


